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Dear Premier
I am writing to express my concern regarding your government’s water strategy and in particular the proposed desalination plant planned for Port Stanvac. I strongly urge you to consider the following:

Independent scientific evaluation has rasied real concerns regarding the effects of the concentrated brine into Gulf St Vincent. I wish to draw your attention to the fact that the gulf has little summer tidal flows and fortnightly dodge tides. This increase in salinity may well have a negative impact on senstive sea creatures including squid eggs and the juveniles of many species. This is bad in its own right but also could damage our important fishery. The increase in salinity may also cause  chemical reactions within the sediments increasing the likelihood of algal blooms and contribute further to greenhouse through methane production.

I am also concerned that this plant will use non renewable energy adding to Australia’s greenhouse contribution and also, because of its requirement to draw from the grid, will contribute to the overall draw on power increasing the risk for blackouts.

The overall cost of the plant to South Asutralians means that it will hurt in the hip pocket at a time when economic conditions  will be least favorable for us to absorb the cost. More importantly the plant will have a large infrastucture cost and as such the State may well not be able to afford to seriously pursue a more sustainable water strategy. 

I ask you to consider a water strategy which wiill enable us to live sustainably into the future through proven water recycling and stormwater harvest and storage technologies. These technologies reduce stormwater outflow to the gulf protecting vital sea grasses, are less energy intensive and not subject to the vagaries of the economic or political mileu. Demand management will also be an essential component of a holistic water strategy and must be rigorous and fair.
I urge you to show real leadership on this important issue and withdraw the plans for the desalination plant and invest our State’s energy and technology into alternative strategies as outlined above.

Yours Sincerely

(<insert name>



